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What is the Macedon Ranges Art Trail?  

 It is a year-round promotional tool for artists, artisans, galleries, art groups and businesses 

supporting the visual arts community in the Macedon Ranges and beyond.  

 It is an information resource for members of the public interested in knowing about and/or 

viewing and purchasing art being created in the region.  

 It is a networking opportunity for those wishing to connect with others in the artistic 

community and an avenue for professional development.  

 It is a tourist attraction.  

 

How does it promote participants?  

All participants are listed with contact details including website links in a professionally 

designed Brochure available all year at local information centres, accommodation venues, 

conference centres, neighbourhood houses and various businesses including wineries, cafes 

and galleries. The brochure is downloadable from the shire’s tourism website 

visitmacedonranges.com.au and an independent site turnaroundhere.com.au 

A dedicated Facebook page is constantly updated with fresh artwork images and information 

about exhibitions, workshops, prizes etc. Priority is given to local content, however, the page 

has attracted an international following and contributions are welcomed from art appreciators 

outside the Macedon Ranges. The page has more than 1200 followers, and reaches up to 

several thousand people at any time.  

Instagram and other online pages are also used to share Art Trail information.  

Cross-promotion is strongly encouraged, e.g. members with websites are asked to add our logo 

to their home pages while businesses are expected to display the brochure and make it 

available to customers.  

Media releases are circulated regionally and press coverage is received during the year.  

Gallery exhibitions and special events hosted by members are promoted among the MRAT 

network and broader community.  

Groups benefit from additional exposure for workshops and shows, exhibition opportunities 

and scope for member recruitment.  

Gift Vouchers are now available, potentially creating new sources of revenue for all members. 

 

 

 



Is there a website?  

No. This has not been a priority due to the popularity of social media and MRAT’s presence on 

other websites. Many members have their own websites which are listed in the brochure and 

promoted at other times.  

Discussions are in progress about having a website. 

 

What if I already have a website?  

Great! The Art Trail brochure can include your web address so your volume of traffic is 

increased. You can reciprocate by adding our links to your page.  

 

What is the difference between the Macedon Ranges Art Trail and other arts programs?  

 This is a year-round promotional and networking program that includes art events, and 

facilitates artist studio visits, as well as self-guided and privately guided tours. 

 It is open to all visual artists residing within the shire boundaries (and up to 30% living in 

neighbouring towns).  

 It is for both established and emerging artists, unknown and internationally recognised 

artists, artisans, art groups, galleries, and businesses supporting our visual arts community.  

 Galleries and groups are for all intents and purposes promoted as strongly as individuals.  

 There is no selection process.  

 It offers a unique level of public exposure and connection with potential new customers.  

 Artists with studios decide when they open to the public. Those without studios are able to 

negotiate to see visitors at a convenient time and place.  

 

Whose initiative is the project and what is the objective?  

The Macedon Ranges Art Trail was founded in 2012 by Nadine Hartnett*, a Woodend resident 

since 1997 and former journalist. As a freelance writer/publicist, she identified a need for a 

promotional program for local artists. 

Inspired by art trails operating around Australia and overseas, and mindful of the very strong 

presence of professional artists in the Macedon Ranges, Nadine successfully applied for 

Macedon Ranges Shire Council Community Funding to launch the first Art Trail brochure in 

March 2013. 

The program operates more broadly than traditional art trails but fulfils the common aims of 

connecting artists with their peers and the public, and attracting visitors to the area.  

 

Is the Art Trail open throughout the year or only at designated times?  

The Trail operates all year, however private studios can be visited only by appointment, and 

galleries & businesses determine their hours.  

 



 

How much does it cost to be involved?  

$185 for 12 months 

 

Is the annual fee all I pay for the year?  

Yes. Any extra cost will be minimal and usually pertaining to exhibition venue hire.  

E.g. MRAT’s June 2019 exhibition requires participants to pay between $15 and $25 each 

towards the cost of hiring the hall. 

 

What does the annual subscription fee cover?  

A listing in the brochure with contact details including links to websites. The brochure is in 

public circulation until June 30, 2020.  

3 optional group exhibitions.  

Networking with other local artists, galleries and arts supporting businesses. 

Opportunity to receive and/or meet visitors by appointment.  

General publicity via local media outlets.  

Facebook and Instagram exposure including connections with other art organisations and 

artists.  

Listings of exhibitions on other art and tourism websites.  

 

Is MRAT affiliated with a private organisation, corporation, group or individual?  

No, but it has supported, and continues to support, other community arts initiatives such as 

Woodend Winter Arts Festival, Openhouse Macedon Ranges, Woodend Lions Art Show, Pop Up 

Art, The Brown Paper Bag Film & Photography Competition, Dromkeen Literary Festival, 

Working Outside The Square and Chamber Poets.  

 

Is this a not-for-profit venture?  

Yes. Any revenue after operational costs is spent on program maintenance, improvement and 

growth. ARTings tours are a commercial venture in partnership with Trips All Round. 

 

Do artists who join become part of a collective?  

Yes, under the definition of “a group working together, usually under their own management, 

towards shared aims”. Members are expected to be loyal to the group, respectful of other 

members including the project manager, and mindful of confidential discussions if they arise.  

Group shows are not obligatory, however, those who choose to participate are required to co-

operate to assist the smooth organisation of events including filling any roster duties.  

Distributing the brochure is a shared ongoing task.  

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management


 

 

Are sales subject to a commission?  

Any artworks sold at MRAT organised events will be subject to 10% commission for the 

operation and development of the program. This commission applies to work seen at an event 

that is sold within a month of the event. Members will be consulted about any opportunities to 

hold exhibitions at commercially run venues that incur further charges.  

 

Who is liable for any accident or insurance claims? 

MRAT does not accept liability for personal injuries, accidents, damages or thefts. 

All members should check their insurance policies if they wish to welcome visitors to their 

properties and/or participate in group events. 

 

What if I do not have a private studio or do not want visitors?  

You can arrange for members of the public to view your work at a convenient time and location.  

 

How can I get my work seen and have exhibitions, workshops etc. publicised during the year? 

Exposure via online media and local publicity is largely dependent on you emailing information 

or posting directly to the Facebook page. Even if you are not having any events, you can email 

images of any new work throughout the year to have shared on the FB and Instagram pages.  

All members can use the MRAT email list to notify others of their exhibitions and other relevant 

activities.  

 

Where will the brochure be available?  

Visitor information centres within and outside the shire, Macedon Ranges accommodation 

venues, eateries and supporting businesses. Thanks to the initiative of one Art Trailee, the 

brochure has started being given out to new residents of the shire in their welcome kit. 

The Melbourne Visitor Centre at Federation Square has been an enthusiastic stockist.  

Distributing brochures in the metropolitan area and other regions is a combined effort with 

participants asked to utilise their contacts.  

 

Can I update my information during the year?  

The hard copy brochure will not be updated once it is in circulation. However, changes can be 

made to the brochure online, published on the Facebook page, and shared with other members. 

 

Is there a limit to how many listings will be in the brochure?  

Nobody will miss out however the number of participants based outside the Macedon Ranges 

Shire will not exceed 30% of the total number of listings.  



 

What do I need to provide for the brochure? ## 

Artists: Name, Town, Discipline, Medium, Mobile, Email, Website, Instagram, Facebook 

Galleries, Businesses & Groups: Name, Address, Phone, Email, Website, Instagram, Facebook 

Opening Hours 

## Some information may not appear in brochure if there are space restrictions. 

 

Will I get a proof of my listing?  

Yes. There will be one proof sent and one opportunity for changes. Remember that this is an 

annual publication and no corrections or updates are possible to the hard copy post printing. 

Triple check your proof and use a second or third pair of eyes.  

 

When and how can I register?  

Email or post your completed registration form NOW and pay by Tuesday, June 11th.  

 

How do I pay?  

1. Funds can be paid electronically using ART TRAIL + your initials as reference. 

MACEDON RANGES ART TRAIL - BSB: 063806  ACT: 10176561  

2. Cheques to Macedon Ranges Art Trail may be sent to 18 Rodney Drive, Woodend 3442 

 

Enquiries: Nadine Hartnett 0439 399 838   nhartnet@bigpond.net.au  
*Nadine Hartnett is a freelance writer & publicist, owner of A Few Good Words and ARTings, 

and a casual employee of Arthouse Direct. She has been a Woodend resident since 1997.  

Nadine is not a professional artist or a member of any art organisation. 

 


